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Church  News. 

A NEW CHURCH ORGANIZED. 

We bring to your readers the gladsome 
intelligence of the organization of the 
first Brethren church in Bedford Co.,Va., 
which was effected^ yesterday at the close 
of our morning service at Antioch meet- 
ing house, 12 miles south of Bedford 
City. 

A week ago I received a note from an 
unknown correspondent written in a free, 
legible hand stating that "we are in a 
divided condition and want you to come 
and organize a Progressive church," and 
signed I. W. Gillespie. I knew the 
standing of the Gillespie family, as they 
had been prominently connected with the 
G. B. organization since its foundation in 
the county. 

Accordingly, I started by rail from 
Roanoke city on the 30th, and in an hour 
or more met my unknown correspondent 
at Bedford City, a young G. B. minister 
of 2! years. A delightful drive of 12 
miles across the country brought us to his 
pastoral home, and a most cordial greet- 
ing awaited'me from his father, mother 
and little sister ; all devout G. B's. 

The same evening we held a meeting in 
the church near by and a goodly number 
of the people responded to the appoint- 
ment. 

On the following morning, Sunday, at 
11 o'clock, we gave the congregation an 
exposition of the history of the Quaker 
church, and the origin, rise, and progress 
of the Brethren church. At the close it 
was aunounced that a branch of the 
Brethren church would be organized, and 
after brother I. O. Gillespie had explain- 
ed the necessity of such an organization, 
the door was opened and four responded 
to the invitation and came forward for 
membership in the new fold ; all members 
of the G. B., consisting of brother I. W. 
Gillespie, a first class minister ; his sister, 
a maiden of fine intellectual gifts, in her 
early teens, full of spiritual love ; an aunt, 
and a young maiden friend. ' Others gave 
confident assurance of their intention to 
join soon. Our young Brother was re- 
ceived in his full official relation and he 
will begin the work of preaching the 
"Gospel alone doctrine" at once, at dif- 
ferent places in the county. Young sister 
Lucy Gillespie was elected clerk of the 
congregation. 

The outlook is as hopeful as we could 
desire in that part of the vineyard. It is 
our intention to visit them frequently un- 
til they get firmly established in their 
ministerial work. We ask the prayers of 
the saints   everywhere  in  behalf  of   the | 

Bedford   branch, the  last  born   into the 
prolific Brethren family. 

Our G. B. brethren of the neighbor- 
hood gave us a very pleasant audience, 
and generally, manifested more of the 
Christian spirit than we have heretofore 
found among them. It was the first ex- 
position of the "Gospel alone" doctrine 
they have ever heard, and there was no 
expressed dissent to its soundness, but, 
on the contrary, many expressions of 
hearty approval. May the Father's shield 
always protect us from the fiery darts of 
Satan. D. C. MOOMAW. 

SAL1M CHURCH, IND. 

Brother Summers came to us again 
Saturday evening, May 23. Meeting 
Saturday evening, "theme" The worship 
of vanity. Matt. 15 : 9. Sunday morn- 
ing, "Zion's desolation and Zion's Hope," 
Ps. 102 : 13, 14. Sunday evening, 
"Christian Courage and Christian War- 
fare." II Cor. 10 : 4. 

Monday afternoon one was baptized. 
Monday eve we held our communion and 
we were made to think alike on former 
occasions that our house was too small 
for the crowds grow larger each commun- 
ion. Many were there for the first time. 
The best of order prevailed, the young 
people here have our thanks for their 
good behavior. 

Brother R. R. Teeter, of Rossville, was 
with us and assisted Brother Summers. 
Brother Teeter always has a hearty wel- 
come at Salem. Brother Teeter is a 
young man, and he surely has a bright 
future before him. There were seven 
from Mt. Pleasant church, and seven from 
the Flora church, with us. Seventy-four 
took part in the services. One of the 
beautiful lessons of the evening was, If 
you don't believe in feet-washing, and if 
the Pearly Gates are ever opened for you 
you will be saved by one who stooped 
down and washed his disciples feet. We 
hope many good impressions were made 
and that in the near future we will see the 
fruits of our labors. Brother Teeter left 
Tuesday morning for home, and Brother 
Summers for Ohio. May the Lord ever 
give them strength to wage war against 
Satanic power. Brethren let us ever be 
found battling for the right and in the 
end we can look forward in bright hope 
for our reward. 

W.  W.  EIKENHEKRV. 

Burlington, Ind. 

FROM UNION, SALEM. 

A young man baptized last Sunday. 
Eighty-five communed on Monday even- 
ing. Largest communion ever held here. 
The brethren and sisters are much en- 
couraged. W. C. PERRY. 

PROGRAM FOR ELKHART 00..1HD., UNIOH 
MEETING. 

To be Held at Gravelton,'Saturday and 8unday, 
June 27, 28, 1896 

10:00- 

10/20- 

10:25- 

10:50- 

Song. 
11:20— 

SATURDAY,  A.  M. 

—10:20—Song  and Prajse service, 
Isaac Stuckman. 

-How Faith Spreads, Daniel Cripe. 
-Discussion, Mrs. Barbara Postma. 
-The Great Hindrances, Etta Mil- 
tenberger. 

—Discussion, H. J. Shrock. 

How Can We Best Secure Prepa- 
ration for Christ's Work, Aaron 
Miller. 

11:25—Discussion, Mr. Cosper. 
12:00—Song and Benediction. 

p. If. 

1:30—Devotional Service,Isaac Pittinger. 
1:40—Election of officers. 
1:50—Methods of Organization, Luella 

Stuckman. 
1:55—Discussion, Mrs.   Anna Wohlford. 
2:20—Reports of Churches. 
3:25—How Can the Influence of Chris- 

tian Homes be Increased, Mrs. 
Cora Miller. 

2:30—Discussion, Mrs. Emma Menaugh. 
3:00—Reports of S. S. and K. C. 

Societies. 
3:10—Passing Over the Line, Mrs. Daisy 

Riggle. 
3:15—Discussion, Samuel Mount joy. 
3:45—Reports of S. S. C. E. 
4:00—Benediction. 
7:30—The Secretaries of the diffeient or- 

ganizations are requested to re- 
port.    Communion Service. 

SUNDAY, A.  v. 

9:00—Sabbath-school. 
10:30—Preaching, Rev. Bemenderfer. 

I'.   M. 

7:00—K. C. Service. 

PROM UNION, 8ALEM. 

We have just enjoyed another pleasant 
time. Brother Perry preached for us on 
Saturday night, (May 23) Sunday and 
Sunday night. His sermons were very 
much appreciated by all. We had the 
best of attendance and attention. One 
soul gave his heart to God and was bap- 
tized on Sunday afternoon. On Monday 
evening we had our love feast. The house 
was crowded. We could not seat them 
all. There were eighty-five that commun- 
ed. Some of the Brethren from Nap- 
panee and Gravelton were present. Sis- 
ter Perry was with us in all our meetings. 

CORA A. BECKNEIX. 


